
   

     
Language Learning? There’s An App For That 
Mandy Gettler (English, Folklore, ’08) has an aptitude for storytelling which helps her work with students on language studies. 
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Even experts have a hard time explaining exactly what folklore is—many say they 
know it when they see it.  
Mandy Gettler has her own definition: “It’s the stories that we tell each other to remind 
ourselves of our humanity and how we are all interconnected.” 
 
The 2008 English graduate earned a certificate in folklore—and that’s serving her in a 
perhaps surprising undertaking: she’s developing an app to teach language skills. 
 
Gettler is associate director of the UO Center for Applied Second Language Studies. One 
of 16 in the country, the foreign language resource center seeks to improve the teaching 
and learning of foreign languages. 
 
Earning a folklore certificate meant taking required and elective folklore courses, like 
earning a minor. The certificate demonstrates strong interest in and commitment to 
folklore. 
 
Gettler is using her knowledge of peoples and stories around the world to develop 
Ecopod, an app based on Emily St. John Mandel’s Station Eleven, which is about life 
before and after a civilization-altering flu pandemic. 
 
The app is a language learning game that students in immersive-language programs can 
access on iPhones, iPods and iPads. Players navigate their way through a choose-your-
own-adventure book, where their choices change the storyline. 
 
The app is available in English, Chinese, Japanese, French, Spanish and German, and 
there are plans to expand its compatibility with other devices. The game will help 
incoming UO international students meet a reading requirement. 
 



Gettler’s folklore studies came in handy for creating an app presented in different 
languages and representing different cultures. She relied upon her knowledge of cultural 
patterns in creating accurate story lines. 
 
She discovered folklore during her first year on campus. Professor Sharon Sherman’s 
introductory class was a major influence because it helped Gettler, who grew up in Iowa, 
learn about the culture of her new northwest home. The class covered a wide variety of 
folklore, from writings about Native American legends to films about chainsaw carving. 
Today Gettler works with people from a range of backgrounds—her folklore experience 
helps her understand their different perspectives, she said. 
 
According to Sherman, the introductory class teaches students to be good observers of 
human behavior—particularly traditional behavior—and also how to conduct interviews 
in a casual or formal fashion. Both are useful in almost any occupation, she added. 
 
An upper division folklore class also left lasting impressions on Gettler: Folklore and 
Sexuality, taught by Lisa Gilman, director of the folklore program. 
 
Gettler wrote a research paper titled, “‘Take That Shirt Off! Let Me See!’: Bodybuilding 
as an expression of Gender, Sexuality and Hegemonic Resistance.” 
 
The paper explored the community and culture of bodybuilders, so Gettler spent hours in 
gyms chatting up her muscular subjects. But the lasting effect of this research experience 
hit much closer to home. 
 
“It has helped me think about how we (perceive) gender,” said Gettler, who has two 
young boys. “It’s helped me think about how I raise them to think about being men in our 
culture—and what that means.” 


