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Walden hears: ‘Do your job!’ 
 
April 14, 2017 
 
By Dylan Darling/ The Register-Guard 
 
BEND — Lu Cavenaugh said she had never been inspired to speak out in public. 
 
But Thursday, her question about health care for U.S. Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., turned 
into a rallying cry that inspired a chant. “You have forgotten the people you are supposed 
to represent,” the 72-year-old Redmond woman told Walden at a town hall event. “We 
need you to do your damn job.” 
 
Most of the more than 2,000 people crammed into the Mountain View High School gym 
yelled: “Do your job! Do your job! Do your job!” 
 
Such has been the reception recently for Walden, on spring break from Congress and 
amid a road show in his vast district. The lone Republican in Oregon’s congressional 
delegation, Walden has emerged as a controversial champion for health care reform. 
 
He authored the failed bill to repeal and replace Obamacare and has been taking a barrage 
of criticism since, particularly at his town hall events. 
 
Other Republicans around the country also have been greeted by loud, raucous crowds 
questioning them and their support of President Trump. 
 
Stepping to the microphone in front of a large crowd was a first for Cavenaugh, “But that 
is how upset I am,” she said. 
 
About 30 people asked Walden questions in Bend, also quizzing him about Trump, 
climate change and immigration. 
 
Health care was the hottest topic, though. Some audience members let their signs do their 
talking. Messages included: “Health care for all” and “Medicare for all.” 
 
Joshua Cook, 56, of Newport said he works in an emergency room on the Oregon Coast. 
He traveled to Bend and asked Walden why he wants to change health care, potentially 
taking services away from the patients he sees daily. 
 
“Americans want health care, and it has to be for everybody,” he said, unfurling a U.S. 
flag to punctuate his point. 
 



Walden responded by saying there were pieces of the Affordable Care Act, also known as 
Obamacare, that he wanted to keep in place. “I never want to go back to the days that you 
can’t afford or can’t get (health) insurance because you have a pre-existing condition,” he 
said. 
 
The Bend stop Thursday night was the fourth of six for Walden. 
 
He was in The Dalles and Hood River on Wednesday, Prineville on Thursday morning 
and then Bend. During his 18 years in office, Walden has made an annual point to visit 
each of the counties in Oregon’s 2nd District, which covers Central and Eastern Oregon, 
as well as parts of Southern Oregon. 
 
But it was the first time since 2013 that he has been to Bend, Central Oregon’s largest 
and most liberal city. He promised to return next year. 
 
Walden skipped a slideshow presentation and went straight to taking questions from the 
crowd. “I am here to hear from you,” Walden told the crowd at the start of the town hall. 
 
And he did. 
 
Fletcher Chamberlin, 68, of Bend vented to Walden about the congressman’s attempted 
health care overhaul. His question-turned-argument also brought cheers from the crowd. 
After the two-hour town hall, which ran an hour over its scheduled time, Chamberlin said 
that although he’s frustrated with Walden, he respects him. 
 
“I give him credit for standing here and taking it,” he said. 
 
Walden likewise showed grace. Midway through the town hall, he thanked the crowd for 
coming out, even his critics. 
 
“I would rather have this any day of the week, rather than people sitting on their butts and 
not participating,” he said. 
 
Much of the conversation Thursday night came back to Trump. Several questioners asked 
Walden how he could support him. 
 
The question of Trump’s tax returns also came up. Stephen Hendrickson, 67, of Bend 
asked Walden why he supports the president in not releasing his tax returns. 
 
“Every one of us have a privateness about our tax returns,” Walden said. 
 
When it comes to Trump’s dream of a wall spanning the U.S.-Mexico border, Walden 
said he doesn’t support a wall along the whole border, but he wants to see improvements 
to the U.S. immigration system. 
 



The town hall ended abruptly, with Walden rushing out of a side door of the gym after 
saying he had to get to Medford for a 7:30 a.m. town hall. He said the trip included a 
drive through 3 inches of snow. He didn’t stay to take questions from the media. 
 
Follow Dylan on Twitter @DylanJDarling . Email dylan.darling@registerguard.com. 
 
 
 

 
 
I helped provide a Facebook Live video feed of Walden’s visit to Bend while also reporting on the story. 
To see the video go to bit.ly/WaldenFBliveBend. (Dylan Darling/The Register-Guard) 


