
 
 
WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 

Mill in Noti ran for two days before learning of 
reported log-spiking 
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NOTI — In the heated logging debates of the 1990s, some environmentalists turned to 
spikes to try to make their point. 
 
By pounding metal or ceramic spikes into large, live trees, they hoped to keep them 
standing. Loggers faced the danger of their saws binding and bursting on the spikes. 
 
The extreme tactic was something fading into the history of Oregon forest management 
— until last month, when a group called SAP boasted through an Earth First! website to 
have entered the Swanson Brothers mill in Noti on June 11 “and placed dozens of metal 
spikes in the trunks of old-growth logs.” 
 
Without warning about the alleged spiking, the mill ran that same day, a Saturday, said 
Larry Konnie, president of Swanson Brothers, a family-owned mill about 20 miles west 
of Eugene. “It makes me think they wanted to hurt somebody,” he said. 
 
Swanson Brothers operated another day before hearing about SAP’s online claim. 
 
But despite the sensational assertion, no one at Swanson has found spikes or evidence 
that someone trespassed at the mill. 
 
Since learning of the potential log spiking, the mill has been on “red alert,” Konnie said, 
but still running. Millworkers checked logs at the mill with metal detectors. They did not 
find any spikes, but they did not check all the logs in the yard. 
 
“We have so many logs,” he said. 
 
Some log stacks are as tall as 50 feet high. Konnie said it would be dangerous for people 
to climb them, searching for spikes. The mill builds up a supply of logs this time of year 
to stay busy through winter. In all, the mill likely has 800 to 900 truckloads of logs, he 
said — too many logs to count. 
 
“... So it could be next spring before we run everything,” Konnie said. 
 



Log spiking would put two millworkers in particular in danger, he said: the head rig 
sawyer and spotter. Both work close to logs as they pass through high-tension bandsaws. 
 
After the reported log spiking, Konnie spoke with both workers and he said they want to 
keep doing their jobs. 
 
He said he is worried about his workers and frustrated that his mill may have been 
targeted. 
 
In the posting on the Earth First! website, SAP said it spiked logs at Swanson Brothers 
“because it specializes in processing the oldest and largest trees. This action was taken to 
stop production and is not intended to harm any worker at the mill.” 
 
Konnie said the company cuts specialty beams from second- and third-growth logs, not 
old growth. 
 
Grayson Flory, editor of the Earth First! Newswire, said the people behind the website 
have no idea who is involved with SAP. 
 
The Cascadia Forest Defenders, an environmental activist group known for protests in 
and near Eugene, sent a brief email reply when asked about the reported log spiking in 
Noti. 
 
“CFD does not encourage, condone or commit acts of senseless sabotage,” the group 
said. 
 
Sawmills like Swanson Brothers use bandsaws, steel belts moved by pulleys, to 
maximize the amount of wood cut from each log, said Jim Geisinger, executive vice 
president of Associated Oregon Loggers in Salem. 
 
The statewide trade association represents 1,000 timber companies in Oregon. Rotary 
saws took out about a half-inch of wood when making a cut. Bandsaws take about an 
eighth of an inch. 
 
“It is a thin saw running at a high speed and when it hits one of those spikes, whether it is 
metal or ceramic, there is a high likelihood that that bandsaw is going to shatter and 
shards of metal go everywhere,” he said. 
 
The report of log spiking in Noti brought back memories for Rob Freres, executive vice 
president of Freres Lumber in Lyons. The small milltown is about 25 miles east of Salem. 
 
In 1990, the company harvested trees from woods near Marys Peak, the tallest peak in 
Oregon’s Coast Range. Before the trees came down, environmental activists drilled holes 
in them and inserted ceramic spikes. 
 



The Freres mill produces veneer so it uses lathes rather than bandsaws. The spikes still 
were destructive. No workers were injured. 
 
“We hit a number of them, and they would break our lathe knives,” he said, “and we 
incurred tens of thousands of dollars of damage.” 
 
It has been more than 15 years since he had heard reports of tree--spiking in Oregon. He 
said he is hopeful the practice is not coming back. 
 
“We take it very seriously, and we were fortunate that no one was hurt,” he said. 
 
Follow Dylan on Twitter @DylanJDarling . Email dylan.darling@registerguard.com. 
 
 
 

 
 
The Swanson Brothers mill in Noti, about 20 miles west of Eugene, as seen on July 1, 2016. Environmental 
activists claimed online in June that they had spiked logs at the mill. (Dylan Darling/The Register-Guard) 


