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A pair of recreational marijuana retailers opening soon on the same block along High 
Street will help the Eugene thoroughfare live up to its name. 
 
The pot shops opening on opposite sides of the McMenamins High Street Brewery & 
Café are just two of more than 20 new shops in the works in Eugene. The new stores will 
join about 40 shops already selling marijuana around the city. 
 
A map created by The Register-Guard based on data from state marijuana regulators 
shows clusters of marijuana shops forming in Eugene. The most popular areas for the 
newly emerging marijuana industry in the city are downtown, west Eugene and near the 
University of Oregon. 
 
Available retail space and zoning rules drive the decision of where to open up shop, city 
of Eugene land use analyst Mike McKerrow said. “People are locating in places where 
the use is allowed,” he said. Those locations include commercial space in the city’s core. 
 
Other cities around Oregon, including Portland, have a rule requiring at least 1,000 feet 
— about 2½ blocks — between each marijuana retailer. The Oregon Health Authority, 
which still regulates the handful of dispensaries selling marijuana only to medical 
marijuana card holders, also requires 1,000 feet between shops. Eugene doesn’t require 
such spacing for pot shops, and earlier this year the Eugene City Council decided to hold 
off on pursuing it. 
 
Recreational marijuana already has become a multimillion dollar industry in Oregon. The 
latest tax figures from the state Department of Revenue indicate that more than $26 
million worth of marijuana products were sold statewide in January. 
 
Only a couple of medical marijuana dispensaries remain in Eugene, with most pot sellers 
switching to Oregon Liquor Control Commission regulation. As licensed marijuana 
retailers, the shops can sell to either recreational or medical customers. Dispensaries 
regulated by the Health Authority can sell only to medical customers. 
 
 
McKerrow said the city doesn’t have rules requiring buffers between other types of 
businesses. The state does have location rules for liquor stores, with the OLCC spreading 



the stores out based on population. The OLCC and Health Authority also require that pot 
shops must be at least 1,000 feet away from schools. 
 
The councilors’ decision not to create a pot shop buffer requirement frustrated some 
Eugene pot shop owners, who fear the market will become overcrowded and eventually 
could lead to complaints about the number and density of dispensaries. 
 
Morgan Glenn, co-owner of the Flowr of Lyfe marijuana shop on West Broadway, led 
the attempt to convince councilors in March to create a buffer between marijuana shops. 
 
Glenn’s shop was the first to open downtown, and nearby competitors have been locating 
in the same area. He still hopes the councilors will consider a buffer rule and hopes they 
do so soon. But councilors chose last month to revisit the topic in a year after hearing a 
report from McKerrow about current, but not proposed, pot shops in Eugene. 
 
“By the time they decide to do something it will be too late,” Glenn said. “There will be 
hundreds of them. They are coming.” 
 
Other cities around Oregon also have rapidly increasing numbers of recreational 
marijuana retailers, according to OLCC data. Portland has 126 existing shops and 57 in 
the works; Salem has 25 existing and nine proposed; and Medford has 11 shops, with 12 
more planned. 
 
So far, business owners in downtown Eugene aren’t concerned about pot shops -opening 
up, said Priyamon Makyadath, the vice president for Downtown Eugene Merchants. 
 
The supply-and-demand of the pot market probably will keep downtown from becoming 
saturated with marijuana stores, said Makyadath, who owns Shoe-A-Holic on Willamette 
Street. 
 
“I don’t think there can be 100 (pot shops) down here,” he said, noting that he was 
speaking from his perspective as a businessman and not as an official for the nonprofit 
merchant group. “I don’t think having a few in the neighborhood will be bad for the 
neighborhood.” 
 
The ability for pot shop entrepreneurs from around the country to open close to existing 
shops is an extra attraction to Eugene, said Casey Houlihan, executive director of the 
Oregon Retailers of Cannabis Association. The group based in Portland represents 
marijuana retailers in the state. 
 
“For a time, Eugene was definitely ground zero nationally for folks trying to break into 
the retail cannabis industry — because Eugene was one of the first cities in Oregon to 
choose not to enact a 1,000-foot retail buffer,” he said. 
 
But more states around the country legalizing marijuana recently have taken some of the 
interest away from Eugene. 



 
Among those drawn to Eugene from outside the state are the owners of Hush Dispensary, 
one of the pot shops soon to open on High Street. The new marijuana shop opens on 
Thursday — 4/20, an unofficial holiday for pot enthusiasts — Gabriel Antillon, Hush co-
owner, said. 
 
“We see a good opportunity in Eugene,” he said. He moved to Eugene from Texas about 
a year ago to get into the marijuana business. 
 
Recreational marijuana became legal in Oregon in 2015, with sales starting last year. 
Colorado legalized recreational marijuana in 2012, and sales started in 2014. 
 
Antillon said he and his business partners looked at Colorado first but were advised to 
head west by people already in Colorado’s marijuana industry. 
 
“They told us, ‘You guys are late,’  ” he said. 
 
The Herb Circle, another pot shop, is set to open just down the street from Hush, 
although the renovation of its retail space is just beginning. 
 
Antillon said he is not really sure whether the clustering of pot shops is good or bad. He 
remains focused on his own business. 
 
Having searched around the city, Antillon said he feels like he found a great spot for a pot 
shop. “What’s more perfect than High Street?” he said. 
 
Former Eugene City Councilor David Kelly also plans on opening the first of his two 
planned shops on Thursday. Mary Jane’s Pot Shop will be on West 11th Avenue near 
Bailey Hill Road. 
 
He said he is excited to join a brand new market and opposes a buffer rule. 
 
Pot shops will have to fight for customers, just like restaurants and bookstores, Kelly 
said. 
 
“At the end of the day, you compete in this business as you do in any other business — 
by the quality of your product, customer service and pricing.” 
 
Follow Dylan on Twitter @DylanJDarling . Email dylan.darling@registerguard.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
A snapshot of an interactive map showing the locations of active and proposed marijuana shops in Lane 
County. I created the map in Carto using data from the Oregon Liquor Control Commission. To see the 
map online go to bit.ly/EUGpotmap. (Dylan Darling/The Register-Guard) 


